Manhattan Beach

The Southern California economy is dependent
on clean water and clean beaches.

6.1 Introduction

This chapter summarizes the potential impacts and benefits of the IRWM Plan. The IRWM Plan Impact
and Benefit Standard states that the IRWM Plan must contain a discussion of potential impacts and benefits
of Plan implementation, and that this discussion must include both impacts and benefits within the IRWM
Region, between regions, and those directly affecting DAC, environmental justice (EJ]) related concerns, and
Native American communities. The Appendix goes on to state that the benefit/impact analysis does not
need to be extensive or exhaustive. This chapter is organized such that benefits and impacts are discussed
relative to the implementation of GLAC Region’s Objectives listed in Chapter 3. Given the integrated
nature of the GLAC Region, it is difficult to determine what objectives and targets would provide a dispro-
portionate impact or benefit to DACs or create EJ concerns. However, as part of specific project screening,
potential impacts and benefits relative to DACs and EJ will be considered. Any DAC and EJ related
concerns that could be determined at this higher Regional level are noted in each section. Because there are
no federally-recognized Native American tribes in the GLAC Region, no assessment of benefits or impacts
could be conducted.

This Plan update has quantified specific targets for meeting the Plan’s objectives. Target information is the
first tool for understanding Plan impacts and benefits. The information presented in the tables below is
primarily based on a programmatic assessment of benefits and impacts. Another resource of information
on benefits and impacts for this Region can be found in the Region’s project database. The database website
presents information for each project in the Plan and allows that information to be used to develop an
overall picture of projected benefits and costs for the projects in the Plan.
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6.2 Benefits and Impacts
Review

The impacts and benefits described in this chapter
will be reviewed by the LC and SCs as projects are
implemented and additional information is tracked
and recorded on project and Plan performance. As
part of the normal plan management activities, the
Benefits and Impacts Chapter will be reviewed with
each IRWM Plan update.

6.3 Impacts and Benefits of
IRWMP Implementation

To consider potential environmental effects that
could result from IRWM Plan implementation, an
analysis of potential impacts and benefits of the
Plan’s objectives and targets was conducted. The
tables below list each of the GLAC IRWM objec-
tives and the specific targets to accomplish these
objectives in the next twenty years.

m  Table 6-1 describes the potential impacts and
benefits of the Region’s efforts to optimize local
water resources to reduce the Region’s reliance
on imported water.

m  Table 6-2 describes the potential impacts and
benefits of the Region’s efforts to improve
water quality of receiving waters through
enhanced stormwater capture.

m  Table 6-3 describes the potential impacts and
benefits of the Region’s efforts to protect,
restore, and enhance natural processes and
habitats.

m  Table 6-4 below describes the potential impacts
and benefits of the Region’s efforts to increase
watershed-friendly recreational space for all
communities.

m  Table 6-5 below describes the potential impacts
and benefits of the Region’s efforts to reduce
flood risk in flood prone areas by either
increasing protection or decreasing needs using
integrated flood management approaches.

6-2 Benefits and Impacts

Image courtesy of West Basin Municipal Water District

Water resources projects can provide many benefits, including
improved water quality.
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Greater Los Angeles County Integrated Regional Water Management Plan
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