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Holiday Environmental Tips 

 

 If you are going to purchase wrapping paper, avoid those with metallic colors, as they 
cannot be recycled.  Look for wrapping paper made from recycled materials and 
make sure to recycle it. 

 
 When using ribbon to decorate your gifts, purchase sturdy cloth ribbon that can be 

reused year after year, as most ribbon cannot be recycled. 
 
 Purchase and reuse holiday gift wrap, boxes or tins. 

 
 Save used wrapping to reuse next holiday season.  If you have a lot of small pieces, 

make a paper “quilt” to wrap oversized gifts. 
 
 Create your own holiday gift bags with pieces of festive fabric.  Your family and 

friends will appreciate the beautiful bag and will be able to reuse the bag to wrap their 
own gift next year. 

 
 Wrap gifts in useful items, such as kitchen utensils in an oven mitt or kitchen towel.  

Put gifts in hatboxes tied with ribbon.  Or hang jewelry like bracelets, necklaces or 
earrings right on the tree. 

 
 Get creative with your wrapping – reuse newspapers, comics, sports pages or old 

maps for a personalized look. 
 
 Let children create their own wrapping paper by decorating reused brown paper 

grocery bags or shopping bags with drawings, stickers or even stamps.  The recipients 
will love the creative touch. 

 
 Use real popcorn, shredded paper or newspaper instead of conventional packing 

“peanuts.”  If you receive a package with foam “peanuts” you can recycle them at a 
local drop-off or buy-back recycling center.  For a location near you, call 
1(800)CLEANUP, a service provided by Earth 911. 

 
 Make gift tags from last year’s holiday cards or simply write your greetings on the 

box to help reduce waste. 
 


